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Becoming Mature between a Discipline and a Field
——The Evolution of Higher Education

Bie Dunrong

Abstract: The fundamental reason why higher education has become a discipline lies in its research outputs and its
rich, scientific knowledge system. The development of higher education research as a field first appeared in American
universities. The complexity and importance of higher education makes it an important topic in the research in various
disciplines. Many factors have contributed to the disciplinary development of the research into higher education, and
disciplinary construction has accelerated the growth and development of higher education. Over the past four decades,
China has witnessed the development of higher education. The disciplinary construction led by distinguished educator Mr.
Pan Maoyuan has not only produced an important effect on the disciplinary development of higher education in Xiamen
University, but has also played an exemplary role in the disciplinary development of higher education across the whole
country. The status and value of the discipline of higher education does not lie in its dependence on a certain discipline; it
is mainly characterized by its unity of application and non—application, and that of science and humanity. In essence, the
survival and prosperity of the discipline of higher education depends on its need for development and innovation.
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